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Another ^ person ^ among 
those assembled for the hear* 
ing who either got drugs, in 
military, experiments or who 
had family members in drug 
experiments said the experi- 
ence in 1953 “was the most 



Two years ago Dorothy 
Chaffin stopped ' her husband 
as he walked Out of their Tuc- 
son, Ariz-., -ranch house with a 
shotgun under his arm on his 
way, he said, to kill himself. 

William Chaffin sat impas- 
sively yesterday under the 
glare of the television lights 
as his wife -told the story be- 
fore a crowded joint Senate 
subcommittee session investi- 
gating human drug experimen- 
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~ By James K. W. Atherton — The Washington Post 

Retired Army Col. William Jordan pauses during Sen- 
ate testimony on LSD test. Behind him is Mrs. Frank 
Olson, whose husband committed suicide nine days 
after such an experiment, and the Olsons’ son, Eric. 
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committee was told: 

* An LSD study funded by 
the Air Force was run “like 
kids playing scientist” and Dr.i 
Amedio S. Marrazzi, who was I 
in charge of the program, was j 
rarely present when LSD was 1 
given to subjects — some of 
them psychiatric patients, ac- 
cording to Mary Kay, a former 
research assistant in the pro- 
gram. Mrs. .Kay. said she was 
also given LSD and panicked. 
She said she tried to jump 
from a third floor window and 
later considered killing her- 
self. An 18-year-old .woman in 
one of the LSD experiments 
went mute for four days after 
'being forcibly given LSD 
against her will, Mrs. -Ray said. 
Army officials said Marrazzi 
is under investigation by the 
Justice Department for an- 
other LSD experiment he con- 
ducted for the Air Force at 
the Missouri Institute of Psy- 
chiatry. Marrazzi is scheduled 
to begin work this month as 
chief of pharmacological re- 
search at the Detroit Psychia- 
tric Institute. 

« The daughter of New 
York tennis pro Harold 
Blauer said she was told by 



anyone connected with the' in- 
cident, said ' the group was 
given LSD in an after dinner 
liqueur. “They notified us. that 
the drink was laced with LSD 
while we were under the influ- 
ence,” said Ruwet. 

After bison’s death the CIA 
never told . his family of its 
part in the incident or that Ol- 
son was given LSD. The expe- 
riment was revealed in a re- 
port released in June by the 
Rockfeller commission on the 
CIA. 

Ruwet, a close friend of 01- 1 
son and his family, said yester- 
day that he regretted not tell- 
ing Mrs. Olson of the incident 
for 22 years. “While I never 
told her anything untrue, I do 
regret^ I allowed 1 her to think 
things that were untrue,” he 
said. Mrs. Olson and two of 
her children also were on the 
panel. • i 

Olson’s family has stated it 
intends to sue the, CIA for its 
part in the scientist’s death 
and attorneys for the family 
have been negotiating with 
the intelligence . agency for 
several weeks. \ 

In other testimony the sub- 



officials for an Army funded 
program that he' died after 
an overdose of a drug being 
^iven for therapeutic pur- 
poses. In fact, said Mrs. Eli- 
abeth Barrett, hbr father 
died in an Army funded 
drug experiment at the ew 
York Psychiatric Institute in 
1953. . Congressional staff 
members said yesterdayy 
that documents' they ob- 
tained. showed the Army 
tried to cover up details of 
Blauer’s death under a 
gruise of security. In one 
document a Justice Depart- 
ment official wrote in 1954 
during a suit by Mrs. Blauer/ 
against the institute, 
“Security is involved to 
some extent but more im / 
portantly our purpose is to 
avoid unfavorable or damag- 
ing publicity.” Mrs. Barrett 
said yesterday that her 
mother was threatened with 
unfavorable publicity by the 




institute during the suit 
which was eventually settled 
for $18,000. Mrs. Barrett an- 
nounced this month they 
filed an $8.5 million claim 
against the Army in connec- 
tion with Blauer’s death. 

0 Former Army Col. Wil- 
jliam Jordan said he 'and 33 . 
other young Army officers 
were told during an LSD expe- 
riment at Ft Benning in 1960 
that the effect of the drug 
would last no more than 12 to 
14 hours. Instead, Jordan said, 
he developed epilepsy less than 
a year later and experienced 
periodic flashbacks and amne- ; 
sia as late as 1971. In one in- 
stance Jordan said after yes- 
terday’s hearing, he went on 
patrol for three days in a com- 
bat area of the Vietnam delta 
area in 1971 and later found 
he couldn’t recall anything 
about the three days. Jordan 
said the Army refused to ex- 
amine any members of the 
[group until he went to Florida 
Sen. Lawton Chiles in 1972. 
Jordan, who is on medical dis- 
ability retirement from the 
i Army, said he has been told 
by the Justice Department 
that the Epilepsy Foundation 
of America that links have 
been discovered between epi- 
lepsy and LSD. 

The hearing yesterday, was 
called by the Senate Subcom- 
mittee on Health and the Sen- 
ate Subcommittee on Adminis- 
trative Practice and Proce- ' 
dure, both chaired by Sen. Ed- 
ward M.. Kennedy (D-Mass.) 
Staff members of the commit- 
tee said thy are negotiating 
with CIA officials for a possi- 
ble second session next month. 

Kennedy said that . yester- 
day’s hearing had been called 
because of “startling revela- 
tions of research abuses in the 
Department of Defense and 
the .Central™- Intelligence 
Agency.” 

At another congressional 
hearing on drug experimenta- 
tion Monday the Army ac- 
knowledged that it apparently 
had violated military guide- 
lines and medical ethics and 
safety procedures in its hu- 
man drug experimentation 
program. 

Dr. Alexandria M. Schmidt, 



the commissioner of the Food 
and Drug Administration, ack- 
nowledged that his agency, 
which is charged with regulat- 
ing human experiments by 
government agencies, had ex- , 
empted the Defense Depart 
ment’s . classified drug re 1 - . 
search in 1964 and reaffirmed 
that exemption in 1974. 
i Schmidt said an agreemet to 
informally exchange informa- , 
tion on the military’s classi- 
fied drug research had only 
produced four meetings be- 
tween FDA administrators ad - 
the Defense Department in 11 
years. 

“How useful those meetings 
were beyojd an overview I 
don’t know,” Schmidt said. “I 
-jiind it difficult that there was 
much relating to the subject 
of this hearing.” 

, “I think it is very clear that 
in no way has the Food and 
Drug Administration moni- 
tored or controlled forms of 
classified research by the De- 
partment of Defense,” - said 
Schmidt. 

An FDA official said yester- 
day that an internal review of 
the agency by the General Ac- 
counting Office recently ques- 
tioned whether the FDA had 
the authority to supervise the 
Defense Department drug ex- 
periments and, if. so, whether 
it could then exempt the mili - j 
tary from review. 

An FDA spokesman said 
yesterday after the hearing 
that the CIA had neither re- 
ceived an exemption from the 
agency for its drug testing nor 
had it been subjected to scru- 
tiny in its drug tests. Accord- 
ing to the Rockefeller commis- ! 
sion report on the , CIA in 
June the; intelligence agency 
conducted human drug experi- 
ments with LSD and other 
drugs for at least 14 years up 
to 1967. Other Rockefeller 
Commission sources said re- 
cently the tests may have 
lasted even later. 

The FDA spokesman said 
Schmidt is initiating inquiries ' 
with the CIA to determine the 
extent of its drug experimen- 
tation and whether the intelli- 
gence, agency was responsible 
to the FDA under the 1962 
Food Drug and Cosmetic Act. 




